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RUms OF PROCEDURE

passed by the Counci1 1/10-1966

"

REPRESENTATION

Rule 1

Bach Contracting Party shall infonn the General Secretary in writing of the

names of its De1egates on the Council and the names of experts and advisers

appointed to attend each meeting.

Rule 2

The Council may invite any Government not party to the Convention and any

international or other organisation having objectives related to those of

the Council to be represented at its meetings by observers.

Rule 3

(i) Plenary sessions of the Counci1 shall be open to attendance by all

Delegates. The Chairman cf the Consultative Comrnittee shall ex

officio have the right to attend and address such sessions. Any

other person, with the agreement of the Counci1, mayattend

and address such sessions.

(ii) The General Assemb1y comprises Delegates, experts, advisers, observers

and any other person attending the meeting of the Council wi th i ts

approval. Any of those present may, unless the Council decides other­

wise, address the Assembly.

VOTING

Rule 4

(i) At the plenary sessions of the Council each Contracting Party shall

have one vote which may be cast by either De1egate where more than

one is appointed.
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(li) Delegates, experts or advisers may vote at any meeting o~ a

Committee of whieh thcy are members, provided that at meetings

o~ the CoII'lllitteos mentioned in Rules 28, 29, 30, 31 and 32 any

Contracting Party shall exercise only one voto.

Rule 5

(1) Except as othenvis 0 provided in thc Convention, when 0. vota is

taken in plennry sessions of the Couneil or in meetings o~ its

Committaes, a simple majority o~ the ,votos cast for or against

shall be deeisive.

(ii) In the ovent of an evcn division of votes in 0. Committee other

tron the Bureau the proposal before the Commi ttee sha 11 be

regarded as rejeeted.

(iii) The Couneil and Committees ahall voto by shoW o~ hands,except

that:-

(0.) in the Council n vote by roll call shall be taken i~

two-thirds mnjority is rcquircd by thc Convention or

upon request of 0. Dologate,

(b) all elections shall be deeided by s eeret ballot a~ter

confidontial nominations in writin~.

(iv) For oloction to tho office of Prosident, Vice-President or Chainnan

o~ 0. Committoe a candidato ~ho S8cures votos numbering more than

hal~ tho numbcr of Contracting Parties roprescnted at thc meeting

at which the voto is tuken, shall be dcclarcd elected. I~ no

candidate s~cures tho number of votos roquirod for election, then

(0.) i~ thore are only tl,vo candidates, voting shall be

continued until a candidato is elected,

(b) i~ there are three or more candida tos, the candidate

receiving thc lowost number of votes shall be eliminated

and voting continuod in accordanco wi th this paragraph

until n candidate is electod, provided that if thore are

two or more candidates receiving the lowes t numb er of

votes it shnII be doeided by separate vote which candidate

shnIl be eliminated.

(v) If the offices of ~~o or more Vico-Presidents have to be ~iIIed at

the same meeting separate votes shall be tuken for each office.
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In cases of urgency be~~eon meetings of the Council a vote of tha

Contracting Partie8 may be taken by post or cable, in which event a

simple majori~ shall be a simple majori~ of the Contracting Parties.

Rule 7

De1egates reprosenting a simple majority of the Contracting Partios shall

constitute a quorum for p1enary sessions of tho Gounci!.

PRESIDENT

Rule 8

The President shall be elocted for a tonn of throe years. and shall not be

oligib1e for re-e1oction for the immediately succeoding tenn.

Rule 9

The duties of the President shall bo:-

to proside at the General Assemb1y and p1enary sessioms ofthe

Gouncil, and at all meetings of the Bureau,

(ii)

(iii)

to decide when and where the Bureau 80011 maat,

to decide any questions of order raised at meetings over which

he presides subject to the right of any Delegate to request that

any ruling by the President shall be submitted for decision by

voto,

(iv) generally, to mako such decisions and give such directions to

tho General Secretary as will ensure tha t the business of the

Gouncil is carried out efficient1y end in accordance with the

decisions of the Gouncil or of the Bureau,

(v) by virtue of his office, to attend and take part in the

meotings cf any Committee of the Gouncil.

Rule 10

In the evont of the office of President fa1ling vacant from resignation

or othe~vise, the Gounai1 sha1l elect a new President at its next meeting.
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VICE-PRESI DENTS

Rule 11

(i) The First Vice-President shall be elected for aperiod of three

years and shall not be eligible for re-election for the

immediutely succeeding tenn.

(ii) Any other Vice-President shall be elected for (t poricd cf three

years and shall not be eligiblo for re-election for the

immediately succeeding tarm.

(iii) Any Vice-President may resign nt any time and shall vacate

office on ceasing to be a Dolegnte.

(iv) In the ovent of an office of any Vice-President falling vacant

the Council shall elect a new Vice-President at its next meeting.

Rule 12

(i) iVhenever the office of President is vacant thc First Vice-President

sr~ll nct as President until a new President assumes office in

acoordnnce with thc provisions of Article 10 of the Conventicn;

thc First Vice-President shall also act as President whenever the

Presidcnt is unable to act.

(ii) Tbc duties cf the First Vice-Presidcnt under paragraph (i) cf this

Rule shall devolvc on thc next senior Vice-President able to act

if the office of First Vioe-President is vacant or if he is unable

to aot.

(iii) A Vice-President shall not be precluded from acting as Delegate of

a Contracting Par"b.{ by whom ho is appointed merely by virtue of

being a Vice-President; but tho First or any other Vice-President

shall forthwith causa to aot as a Dclegate during any period when

he is acting as President nnd during any such period the Contracting

Party which appointed him shall have the right to appoint nnother

person to servo as Delegate in his place.
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BUREAU

RIlle 13

It shall bo the duty of the Bureau:-

(i) to conveno meetings of tho Council in accordance with Articlo 7 of

the Convention, to prepare the agenda for euch meeting (after

considering uny proposuls mado by Delegates), und to circulate it

to Contructing Purties and to Delegates one month before the dute

of the meeting,

(ii) to prepare for consideration by the Finance Committse at each

annuul meeting:

(a) the audited accounts of the preceding financiul yeur;

(b) u preliminary account for the current financial year; und

(c) thc budget for the ensuing financial year und u forecast

budget for tho next following year;

und, after considering tho report of the Finance Committce on theso

documents, to present them vJith such alterations as it may deern

desirable to the Council,

(iU) to bc responsible for the investment of funds of the Council und to

givo an account of such investments at the end of each ordinary

unnual me oting,

to advis e the Council on tho uppointment of u Genoral Secrem ry,

subject to any goneral directions of the Council, to appoint such

othor staff as may bo required for the purpose of the Council and to

determino their dutios and terms of appointment,

(vi) to consult the Consultative Committee on all mattors affecting the

sciontific work of the Council and take into account advice tendered

(iv)

(v)

by tha t Committee,

to present to the Council for approval with such observations und

umendments as it may deern appropriate, recommendations of all

Committees including the Consultativo Committee, and to advise the

Council as to the financial obligations involved in the approval

of such recommendations,
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(viii) to be responsible for the execution of resolutions of the

Council nnd for nIl duties incidsntal to the Counci1's nffairs

nnd to report thereon to the Council nt each ordinary annun1

meeting.

Ru1e 14

(i) Meetings of tho Bureau sha11 take plnco ns, when nnd where the

President may decidc;

tho Bureau shall keep minutes of i ts me etings 9

the Bureau sha11 arriva nt i ts docisions by simple majori ty

of the votOß cast for or against. The President shall have

a deliberativc voto nnd, in the cnse of an oven division of

votes, a casting vote. Resolutions may bc taken oither nt

meetings of the Bureau or by corrospondence;

(iv) subject to this Rule the Bureau shall aattl@ ita O~ procedure.

(ii)

(iii)

•
GENERAL SECRETARY

Rule 15

(i) The General Socretary shall be the Chief Executive Officer of

the Counci1 and responsible to the Bureau for the management of

the Counci1's s~~ff and office.

(ii) The General Secrotary shall be responsiblo for the recoipt of all

monies due to tho Council nnd for disbursements in nccordunce

with tho Budgot9 ho is authorized to moet unforcs~en oxponditure

subject, in casos of doubt, to consu1tation with the President,

and to sign cheques on behalf of tho Council or uuthorize their

signaturc9 he sha11 also be responsiblo for the preparation of

the Counci1's accounts nnd for drafting the Budget.

(iii) The General Socretary sha11 attend the plenary sessions oi' tho

Council und meetings of the Bureau and, ns far as possible,

meetings oi' tho Consultntive Committee. He may nttend meotings

ci' uny other Ccmmittee of the Council.

(iv) Tho Geneml Secrotary sha1l provido secrotnriul services i'or a11

meetings ci' tho Counci1 nnd of the Bureau nnd, in consul~~tionwith

tho Chairman oi' Corumi ttcos, nrrange for such s ecretnrial services as

may be needed for meetings of the Council's Committees.
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(v) The General Secretary shall issue as soen as poss ible after each

meeting of the Council 0. report of the procoedings and transmit

i t to the Contraoting Parties.

(vi) The General Seoretary shall ciroulate to Delegates a provisional

agenda for oach ordinary meeting of the Council and intimate the

date on which proposals for inolusion should be submitted for

oonsideration by the Bureau.

(vii) The General Secretary shall be responsible for the preparation of

the statistics published by the Council subject to consultation

with the Chainnan of the Statistics Committee; he shall also be

responsible for all business conneoted with the Councilts

publications subject to consultation with the Chairman of the

Editorial Committee, the Editor of the Journal du Conseil and any

other editors.

(viii) The General Secretary shall perform such other functions as may

bo assigned to him by the Council or Bureau.

(ix) All communications to and from the Council shall be addressed to

or ernanate from tho General Secretary; providod that 0.11

communications to Contracting Parties and also contracts, oxcept

those of 0. routine charactor, shall bo signed by the Prosident

and tho General ~ecretary.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

e Rule 16

No proposal involving changos in tho Rules of Proceduro shall be

considered at 0. meeting of the Council unless either (0.) ~vo months'

notico of the proposal has beon givon to Contracting Parties and

Delegates or (b) the Delegaten present consont by unanimous voto.

FIN.A1WE

Rul0 17

Tho financial year of tho Counoil shal1 be from ls t Novembor to

31st Oatober.
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Ru1e 19
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Tho expenditure of tho Counci1 shal1 be reguluted in accordance with

a budget o.pproved by the Council o.t i ts ordino.1W" o.nnual meeting. A

statement of the proposed budget sho.ll be circulatod to Contraotir.g

Parties o.nd Dolegates t'l'lO months before the meeting.

(i) The contributions of Contracting Parties in respeot of any financial

ycar sha.ll be po.id on the 22nd July preceding i \m commencement.

(ii) Roquosts to Contracting Po.rties for the payment of their contributions

shall bo o.ocompaniod by 0. statement of the Council l s proposed budget

for tho yeo.r to which they rolo.te o.nd u forecast budget for the

ensuing year.

The Danish Delego.tes or De1egate und the General Secretary are

charged 'lliith the safekeeping of tho Council's Funds.

(ii) Tho liquid funds of the Council and all bonds and other documents

rolating to the investod funds of the Council shal1 be lodged in a

bank.

(iii) The Councilts Funds may be invested in bonds in whieh eapital

belonging to minors or othor capital subjoot to publie administration

or control is allowod under prevailing Danish Lo.w.

(iv) Any doc~ent relo.ting to the Council t s invosted funds signed on

behalf of tho Council by the Genoral Socrotary and ono of the Danish

Delegates shall bo valid•

• (v) In case of sal0 or change of bonds of tho Council tho General

Secretary und one of the Danish Delegates are jointly authorized

to givo rocoipts valid in 10.'1'1 and to perform all dispositions

under real laVl.

(vi) Tho General Secrotary and one of the Danish Delegates are authorized

to raise loans for the purposes of the Counoil on the seeurity of

the Couneil l s bonds.

(vii) The Auditors s~~ll cheek the invested and liquid funds on 31st Oetober

eo.ch year or o.s soon as possible after that date for the purpose of

preparing the Ba.lance Sheet and they shall once annually, at such time

aS they may choose, irßpect the Council ' s funds. The Auditors may con­

sult tho Do.nish Delegato or Delegates on any question in connootion

with tho accounts.
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(i) Tho tro.velling !lnd subsistence expenses of the President o.nd of the

Chairman of the Consultative Ccmmittee incurred in o.ttending meetings

of thc Couneil or the Bureau or whon engo.ged on tho business of the

Couneil shnll be po.id by thc Couneil.

(ii) Tho tra.velling and subs is teneo oxpens es of thc Viee-Prcs idents

incurrod in attending meetings of the Bureau other thnn those held in

conjunction with ordino.ry meetings of tho Counci1 shall be paid by

tho Counci1.

(iii) Tho Counci1 mo.y pay tho tra.volling and subsistence expenses of o.:ny

porson appointed by it to perfonn duties on behalf of the Council.

•
Rule 22

(iv) Travelling and subsistence expenses po.id by the Council shn11 bo

ea1cu10.tod in accordo.nco with 0. seale approvcd by the Counci1.

•
Rule 23

Tho Council may pay o.ny person o.ppointed by it to perform any prescribed

duties for promoting tho work of the Couneil. and also to the Chairmen

of Committees such foos o.s it mo.y approve from time to time.

COMMITTEES

Tho sto.nding committoos of the Counci1 are those set out in Rules 24

to 32 with the terms of reforence theroin assigned to them and the

constitution rospectivo1y specifiod in those Rules and Ru1e 33.

Provided thnt in order to avoid unnecessary duplication or to secure

bettcr co-ordination betweon the work of Committecs with re1ated

terms of referenee the Council may givo directions from time to time

nbout tho o.ssignment of po.rtieu10.r subjects to Committees and the

relevant Ru1es shnll bo interproted o.ccordingly.

(ii) In o.ddition the Council may from time to time appoint such ad~

eommittees o.s i t thinks fit to perform such funetions o.s i t may

determine.
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Tha Finance Commi ttoo shnll consis t of one mernber of tho Bureau nominated

by tha President, ono ofthe Dolegatos of Denmark and four other Delegatos

appeinted o.nnuaIIy by the Council. The Chairman shnll be eloctod by the

Committeo from ameng its membors. Tho Finanoe Committee at each ordinary

meeting ef tho Council shall examine (0.) the o.udited accounts of thc

Council for tho proccding financio.l year, (b) preliminary accounts for

tho curront financio.l yoar, o.nd (e) 0. budget for tho ensuing financio.l yeo.r

o.nd 0. forocast budget for tho ncxt following yellr. Thc Cemmitteo shall

consider such ether matters as may be referred to it by the Bureau or as

i t mo.y deern dosirable and shall ropor~ i ts observntions o.nd conclusions

to thC Bureau.

(i) The Consultative Committec shall consist of thc Chairmen of the

Ccmmittoos mentioncd in Rules 28, 29, 30, 31 nnd 32 together with

a Chairman olectod by the Committee from among the Deloga tos o.nd

experts •

(ii) The Consultuti~ Committe3 shall:-

(a) havo general ovorsight ovor

(1) tho sciontific interests of thc Council and

its scientific work;

(2) tho programmes of rosearch orgo.niscd er co­

erdinated by the Council;

(3) the arrangements for carrying out tho Councilfs

sciontific work and tho programmes of research

organiscd by it, and

(4) the arrangements for discussing all the foro­

going mattcrs o.t tho Councilfs meetings

including tho organising of special sciontific

meetings;

(b) be r~~pcnsiblo for advising thc Council and thc Bureau

on all mlltters mentioned in sub-paragraph (0.);

(e) give such guidance as it ffiay deem neoessary tc the

Ccmmittees mentioned in Rules 28, 29, 30, 31 o.nd 32 as

to tho performanco of thoi~ functions;

. ~'. r ',:'
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(d) consider at euch ordlnnry meetinG of the Council reports

from ull the COmmitt30~ mentioned in Rules 28, 29, 30, 31

and 32 und report theroon to tho Council with special

roferenco to any oxpenditure invo1vod.

Tho Liaison Committee shall be rosponsiblo for maintnining liaison with

tho North-East Atlo.ntic Fisherios Com"llission and for giving on the basis

of ovidonco avnilablo to the Ccmmission and thc Council sciontific

advico on mattors on 71hich tho Ccn'1lission requests advice or on such other

matters as tho Council or Coromittoe may consider relevant to the functions

of the Commission. Tho Committee sha.l1 consist of tbo Crninnan of tho

Consultative Committoo, who shall be Chainnan, o.nd the Chninnen of such

other Committees of the Ccuncll 0.3 the Council may norrinate, together 'Viith

such other members as mny bo co-opted far the purpose.

The Editorial Ccmmittee shall consist cf tho Chairman of tho Consultative

Committee, who shall bo tho Cha.irmnn, the Editor of the JO'..1.rnnl du Conseil

and the Geneml Socrctary of the Council, and sha.ll keep under general

review all publications of the Cou~cil and t.he arrangements for thcir

preparation and issue. It shall appoint euch yea~ ~70 additional pe~sons

to assist in its work.

The Gear und Behaviour Committee shall keep under review and co-ordinate

investißations specially concerned Irith (i) studies of the design,

construction und bohaviour of fishing gcar, und (ii) tho behaviour

of fish in relation to fishing und also basic studios of fish behaviour.

The Hydrography Committee shall keep under review und co-ordinate

investigations on the physical und chemical environment of the living

resources of the seu including such mor8 general aspccts as may bc

necessary.
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Rule 30

Tho Statistics Ccmmi tteo shall keep under review, in consul ta. tion with

such other organisations as may be concerned in tho same er related

matters, tho arrangemonts for the cellection, treatment and publication

of statistics required for the work of the Council or its Committoes

and nny other international organisntion concerned with the regulation

of fishories in tho area with which the Ceuncil is concerned.

Rule 31

(i)

(ii)

Rulo 32

The Fisheries Improvement Ccmmittoe shall keep under review and

co-o~dinato invostigatiens relating to fish culture, together

with appropriate aspects of salmen, trout and shellfish culture,

transplantation, introduction and acclimatisation of new spocies,

improvoment of the onvironment (e.g. fertilisation) and management

tochniquos such as control of compotition and prcdation.

Tho Committoe shall also considor problems of marine pollution

in the liGht of any advice givon by tho Hydrography Ccmmittee.

(i) In addition to thc Committees mcntioned in Rules 28, 29, 30 und

31 thoro shall bo tho follolünr; Commi ttecs:-

Tho Demersal Fish (Ncrthorn) Committee

Tho Dcmorsal Fish (Southern) Committeo

Tho Pelagic Fish (Ncrthern) Committeo

• The Polar;ic Fish (Southern) CommitteG

Tho Shollfish and Benthos Committeo

The Plunkton Ccmmittee

The Anadromous und Catadromous Fish Ccmmittee

Tho Marine Mmnmals CcmmittGe.

(ii) (0.) Each Committoe shall, subjoct to any directions given by the

Council undor Rule 23, bo concorned with the species of fish or

otho'r organisrus indicatcd by its name;

(b) The Demersal Fish (Northorn) Commi tteo and the Pelagic Fish

(Northorn) Ccmmi ttee sOO1l be concornod '\'Iith that part of

tho Convention area north of 48°N latitudc;

'I

I
L --~------ -- ---
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(0) Tho Demersal Fish (Southern) Committoe and the Pelagio Fish

(Southorn) Committeo sha11 be concerned with that part of the

Convention area south of 48c N latitude;

Rule 33

(11i) Each Comroi ttee shall keep under revimv infonnation about the species

"ith\vhioh it is oonoerned, the stute of tho relevant stocks und

shall co-ordinate investigaticns relating to them.

Rule 34

The Ccmmittees spocified in Rules 28, 29, 30, 31 and 32 shall each

oonsist of not more than two members nominatod for the purpose by each

Delegation, who may be either Delegates or 6A~erts and may be replaced

by substitutes. The Chnirmnn shall be eleeted by the Ccmmittoe frcm

among its members.

CHAIm,reN OF C01n!ITTEES

(i) Tho Chainnan of each of thc Committccs specifiod in Rules 25, 26, 27,

28, 29, 30, 31 and 32 shall be oleotod for 0. term of throe years,

and shall assume office on the first day of November noxt following

his election; ho shall not bo eligible for re-election for the

immcdiately succoeding term.

(ii) If for any reason tho Chairman of any Committee is unable to oompleto

his term of offioo, tha Committee shall oleot a new Chairman at the

4It next ordinary meeting of tho Council, and in such circumstances or

if a Chairman is tcmporarily unublo to act, the Presidont, after

consultation when possiblo with the Chairman ef the Censultativo

Committee, shall appoint a member of tho Ccmmittee to aot as

Chairman moanwhilo or until a new Chairman assumes office.

Rule 35

(i) The Chairman of tho Consultative Committee smll have e.."'C offieie

tho right to attond all moetings of the Bureau;

(ii) Tho Chairman ef tho Consultativo Committoo on assuming of.fice shall

ceaso to bo Chainnan of any other Committeo of whieh he is Chainnan

nnd the Cornmitteo concernod shall forthwith oloct a suceossor.



Rule 36

- 14 -

The functions of Chairmen cf each of the Ccmmittees mentioned in Rules 28, 29,

30, 31 and 32 shall be:-

to prcside over the meetings of the Ccmmittee and regulate their

procedurej

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

to preparo an agenda for each meeting of thc Committee distinguishing

between (a)papors or subjocts to be discussed at the meeting, and (b)

papers to bo notedj

to obtain frcm msmbors of tho Committeo not Inter than 1st March each

yoar rcports of the work donG in tho countries they reprcs ent

rcspectively in furthcrance of the programmo of thc Ccmmittee and to

ambody those in a summary administrative report, to be submitted to

the General Socretary not later than 1st April for inclusion in the

Council's report, on the work of his Ccmmitteo or in relation to the

subjects ~~th which his Ccmmittoo ie concerned;

to keep in touch with workers who are to carry out the programme cf

the Committee and to do all in his power to cnsure that the werk

undertakon is actually carriod out in accordance with the programme

and to obtnin records thereon;

to draw up from time to time, vlith the consont of thc Committeo, a

general review of the work done and the rcsults achieved togethor

wi th an examination of the position reached by inves tigations within

the Committae ts nmbi t and to draw up from time to time J for the

consideration of the Commi ttee memoranda expressing his news on the

main problems affocting the Committee's remi t and the methods of treating

thern; and

Rulo 37

(vi) to furnish the' Consultativc Committeo annually with a summary report of

his Committoets deliberations and recommenda.tions tcgother with an

annotated estimate cf their financial needs.

(i) Ordinnry meetings cf Committoos of the Council shall bc hold as a

rule in thc course of thc ordinary meetings of the Council.
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The Chairman of 0. Cornmi ttee may wi th the o.uthority of the Bureau

ea11 0. meeting oi' Ms Committee between statutory meetings oi'

the Council and the expens e cf the meeting mo.y be borne by the

Couneil provided thnt travelling and subsistenee expenses shall

be paid in respeet of one representative only cf aaeh eountry

represented on the Committee.

All Delegates, experts, advisers, observers and any person

attending the meeting cf the Council with its approval are at

liberty to a:ttend meetings oi' any 01' the Ccmmittees 01' the

Council except the Bureau, the Consultative Cornmi ttee, the

Finance Committee, the Liaison Committee and the Editorial

Committee, meetings 01' whieh may be attended by persona other

than mQTlbers only on invitation of the Chainnan, provided that

the Chairman 01' the Finance Comzni ttee may attend meetings 01'

the Consultative Committee.


